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For the January 2010 VFUMC Newsletter I would like to share the 
����������	
��
 Hope, Peace, Joy and Love from the preached word at our six o’clock 
Christmas Eve service.  I have reprinted here my 4-part sermon of our 2009 Advent 
Worship and Celebration of �
�
�����	�	
��
����
  I was led to reflect and preach on the 
responses of Mary’s hope, Joseph’s peace, and the joy and love of Angels, Shepherds, 
Wise Men and Kings to God’s calling in their lives. I pray that you will find yourself in 
these stories and that you will be ever looking ahead and forward to the myriad ways 
that you can rediscover hope, joy, peace and love in the promises of God in 2010 and 
beyond. 

Meditation of Hope 
   Angels are God’s hope for the world. 

Unlike prophets, who often brought as 
much reprimand and sometimes more bad 
news than good, angels are God’s messen-
gers sent to give us a preview of God’s ac-
tions in our lives. Angels come to encourage 
us to work with, and for, God – to say “yes” 
before we know the whole plan. 
     Angels scout out the territory of our 

human hearts to find out if we are ripe to 
receive the Holy Spirit and to cooperate with 
God’s plan for our futures. Without Angels 
we are skeptical of God. We need the heav-
enly hosts to prepare us for God’s hospital-
ity, so that we might reciprocate and re-
spond to his wonderful grace. 
   When a very young Hebrew maiden, 

named Mary, was told that she would mi-
raculously conceive a child, her response was 
remarkable. Mary’s spiritual maturity was 
stunning by ancient, modern, and post-
modern standards. 
   Today Mary would be referred to as a 

“teenage mother.”  She risked being stigma-
tized by her community and the society back 
then, and she would still be stigmatized to-
day in 2009. But in the context of any era, 
Mary was no ordinary teenage mother.  Not 
only was she willing to carry, give birth to, 
and deliver to the world, the divine hope of 
God, her response to the angel, Gabriel, is 
one of extraordinary faithfulness. 
   Mary has no idea how her fiancé, Joseph, 

will respond to this outrageous upset to their 
wedding plans, but she gave serious consid-
eration to the angel’s proclamation, and she 

was unwavering in her obedience to 
God’s call. Mary submits and commits to 
the divine calling, even though it sounds 
illogical and irrational in the natural.  At 
her young age she is already completely 
sold out to making herself available as 
God’s Servant Minister.  In Mary’s case, 
her motherhood is her ministry.    
   Mary continues in hope that her fiancé, 

Joseph, will not abandon his promise to 
marry her. But we witness the depth of her 
courage as she says “yes” to the angel of 
the Lord ������
 telling Joseph about her pre
-marital pregnancy. Mary’s hope did not 
disappoint her. Hope did not leave Mary 
embarrassed or ashamed.  Hope came 
through for Mary and delivered God’s 
message of salvation and grace securely 
into all the world.  

Meditations continued on page 2 . . . 
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Meditation of Peace 
    Joseph was a good, kind, loving, and merciful man. 

Confused about how to respond when his fiancé, Mary, 
is already pregnant with a child that is clearly not his, 
Joseph decides to keep peace with both families and 
with God by proceeding with their marriage as the angel 
commanded. 
    For Joseph obedience is better than sacrifice. Doing 

as God commands is greater, holier and more beneficial 
than anything he will give up in marrying Mary. Joseph is 
the personification of the fruit of the spirit that we read 
about in the fifth chapter of the New Testament Book 
of Galatians.  
    “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” are evidenced 
in Joseph’s character. Jewish custom provides Joseph 
with an escape clause in his engagement contract, but he 
decides to calm otherwise turbulent cultural waters for 
young Mary and her baby, by marrying her as the angel 
of the Lord commands.   
    When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but was not 
intimate with her until she had given birth to a son – the 
Son of God, the Son of Man. And he called his name 
“Jesus.” Joseph’s good-nature didn’t stop with his fam-
ily.  During the same time of Joseph’s personal upheaval, 
the ruling governmental authority, decided to take a cen-
sus of the people in every town under Roman rule - 
much like the U.S. government will take a census in the 
coming year 2010.  In order to properly register his new 
family for the census, including Mary’s unborn child, 
Joseph had to travel with his pregnant wife from Naz-
areth in Galilee, back to “Bethlehem” the “city of 
David,” which was Joseph’s hometown.  We can feel the 
quiet peacefulness of Joseph’s spirit through the song 
about his home, �
������
����
��
���
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    Scripture tells us that Joseph’s ancestry could be 

traced back through the lineage of King David, so for 
the census, he had to travel back to Bethlehem. Joseph 
showed obedience in forging ahead with this trip to 
Bethlehem under very stressful circumstances. Joseph 
kept the peace in his family and he kept peace with the 
law. 

Meditation of Love 
     Because God is Love, the birth of his son, Jesus, is 
our assurance of that Love.  When we experience the 
love of Jesus, we are experiencing the love of God. God 
came down, that we might experience his love up close 
and personal.  
     Love covers a multitude of sins – yours and mine. 
Remember that, unlike us, Jesus was not conceived in  

sin, and Jesus was not born into sin.  So the only sin that 
needs the covering of love is yours and mine.  
     Take a moment to meditate in silence on the areas in 
your life where love is only a “loud gong or a clanging 
cymbal,” asking God to replace the useless noise with 
his perfect love. 
     Love is patient and kind. Joseph modeled patience 
and kindness in his faithfulness to Mary.  Love never 
gives up, never loses faith. Love is always hopeful. Mary 
did not give up her womanly desire to be a proper wife 
and mother.  Mary was faithful that God would do as he 
had promised and justify her choice, because like us, 
Mary was justified by her faith.   
     Love endures through every circumstance. Any preg-
nant woman, who agrees to, and endures a donkey-back-
road-trip-honeymoon from Nazareth to Bethlehem has 
exceeded all standards of marital endurance. Wouldn’t 
you agree?! And any man, who marries a woman who 
says she is already pregnant and the father is �
�
 ��!

�
�	�"  shows an unprecedented example of love!  
     Love will last forever . . . . . perfect love expels all 
fear.  The birth of Jesus established that our only legiti-
mate fear in life is fear of God. Love is God’s uncondi-
tional response to our fallen human condition. Love is 
God’s merciful response to our sin. Our fear of God is 
the beginning of wisdom.  The Baby Jesus is the physical 
and tangible appearance of God in the world and among 
us.  The Holy Christ child is the manifestation of God’s 
Love Divine! 
     Because God is Love, the birth of his son, Jesus, is 
our assurance of that Love. When we experience the 
love of Jesus, we are experiencing the love of God.   
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     In our culture we love to send roses. Roses are a 
symbol and sign of true love. Roses speak volumes by 
their sheer beauty. The true rose of love in our midst, 
Jesus Christ, is ever-blooming. 

Meditation of Joy 
     We decided to end our celebration on Joy, although 
it is usually the 3rd candle in Advent order. 
     “Peace among those.” We gathered here today, are 
“those.” We are the people God is calling to peace and 
goodwill - to righteousness and kindness.  
     Joy! In Christ Jesus! What other event could gather a 
host of holy, breath-takingly beautiful and pristine, 

 



 On Friday, January 15th, the group will meet in the 
Education Building at 6:30 p.m. for a business meeting. The 
meal will consist of salad, coffee and dessert.  

 On Friday, February 12th, the UMW will gather at 
the Bookend Café on Nutt Road in Phoenixville for a 
Valentine Dinner at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited to join the 
Valentine fun. 
 
 The UMW welcomes everyone to join in the laugh-
ter, good food and fellowship at either of both of these 
events . . . and stay tuned for more monthly events in March 
and April. 

Save the Dates! 
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angels from heaven with royally robed, turban-wearing, 
jewel-studded, gift-bearing world-famous astrologers and 
dusty, smelly sheep-herders – all in one place and for one 
purpose? How else could the divine, the elite, and the 
common be compelled to occupy the same space in a hay-
filled barn on a chilly starry night?   
    We humans are often suspicious of love. And we are 
carefully taught to be skeptical of hope, especially what 
some call “false hope,” and are cautioned to be leery about 
broad proclamations on the topic of peace.  But few of us 
will hesitate to rush toward even a fleeting moment of joy. 
Joy is not firecracker light. Joy does not even flicker. Joy is 
an experience that lingers a while. Joy is fulfilling to the 
extent that it is not easily chased away by the mundane and  

annoying cares and interferences of the world. Unlike hap-
piness, joy pulls into the parking space of our hearts. Joy 
takes up residence for a while. Joy settles in. Joy is not like 
a bonfire. Joy offers the warmth of a personal fireplace - A 
reserved space in our hearts that we can kindle with fresh 
wood or abandon to remain an empty stone, brick and 
granite wall cavity. 
    We are never selfish if we soak up the warmth of our joy 
alone. All joy is sufficiently warm for all who come near. 
Joy is God’s grace. Angels, kings, wise men, intellectuals, 
rulers, astrologers, commoners, sheep-herders, you and me 
– ���  are invited to come close to the soothing warmth of 
the cooing, crackling fire of joy in the manger. 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world gives, I give this peace to you.” 
 
           Yours In Christ, 
           Pastor Joyce 
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Friday, January 15 

Friday, February 12 
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    Both our Thanksgiving and Christmas 
“adoptions” were quite successful, thanks to 
all of you who participated. The Missions and 
Outreach Committee appreciates ALL your 
efforts with food and gift donations. 
    January is now here and once again we 
would like to do our /0���.��/
0����!	�

 This 
means that we ask that everyone try to bring a 
can (or two) of soup when you come to 
church each Sunday.  All these donations will 
be taken to PACS and will provide a nice hot 
meal to their clients on cold winter days.  Of 
course, other donations also are welcome. 
Some examples  are cereal, tuna fish, pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, spaghetti-o's, mac and cheese, 
vegetables, etc.   There is a significant need in 
Phoenixville right now and every donation 
helps. 
    Thank you for helping and may God Bless 
You real good!! 
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Frances Beron wishes to express her sincere and heartfelt grati-
tude to her entire church family at Valley Forge United Methodist 
Church for your expressions of love in the form of visits, cards, 
prayers, flowers, gifts, and delicious meals while she is convalesc-
ing. Although Frances has some good and other “not-so-good” 
days, she is grateful that she can always look forward to a sweet 
phone call, visiting smiles and prayers of faith to lift her spirit.  
Frances and all of her family send thanks from deep within their 
hearts for your kindness and blessings. 

��
��������	���������	��������������������������

With Thanksgiving and Christmas Joy, I rejoice!! 
I am in awe of the beauty of the many gifts, cards, flowers, and expressions of love I received from my   
Valley Forge UMC church family in Christmas 2009!  Each day over the holidays I have many special gifts 
to enjoy and to experience as encouragement.  Thank you all so very much for your continued prayers,    
support and encouraging love. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Joyce 

    Conductor Nancy Loane has scheduled the following 
Bell Choir rehearsals for the month of  January: 

January 7 

January 14 

January 28 

The Bell Choir will play in Worship on January 17.  

Rehearsals are held at 7:30 on 
Thursdays evenings, after 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsal. 

Don’t forget . . . 
 . . . to pick up your offering envelopes if you haven’t already done so (Ed. Bldg.) 

 . . . to check the bulletin boards in the Ed. Bldg. for additional church 

       activities and community events. 
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January 3 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
January 7 Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m. 
  Bell Choir Practice, 7:30 p.m. 
January 10 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
  Leadership/Discipleship/Worship Committee 
  Meeting, 11:45 a.m. 
January 13 Wednesday night Bible Study (Scottie), 7:30 p.m. 
  (Meets each Wednesday) 
January 14 Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m. 
  Bell Choir Practice, 7:30 p.m. 
January 17 Sunday Worship, 10:45 a.m., Bell Choir plays 
  Hospitality/Fellowship Committee Meeting, 11:45 a.m. 
January 21 Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m. 
January 24 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
  Missions/Outreach Committee Meeting, 11:45 a.m. 
January 25 Administrative Board Meeting, 7 p.m. 
January 28 Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m. 
  Bell Choir Practice, 7:30 p.m. 
January 31 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
. 
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  January 3—Epiphany Sunday 
  Isaiah 60:1-6  Ephesians 3:1-12  Matthew 2:1-12 
   
  January 10—Baptism of the Lord—First Sunday after Epiphany 
  Isaiah 43:1-7   Acts 8: 14-17   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

  January 17—Human Relations Sunday—Second Sunday after Epiphany 
  Isaiah 62:1-5   1 Corinthians `1:1-11 John 2:1-11        

  January 24—Ecumenical Sunday—Third Sunday after Epiphany 
  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a     Luke 4:14-21 
 
  January 31—Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
  Jeremiah 1:4-10    1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4: 21-30   
 



1890 Valley Forge Road ~ PO Box 541 
Valley Forge, PA 19481 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 

Business Name 

  
 
        January Birthdays 
    
Patty Torres   6  
Audrey Jamieson  8  
Andrew Corcoran  23 
Jennie DeMartinis  25 
Kimm Ebersole  31 
  
   No January Anniversaries 
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Forward Service Requested 

Sunday School Class Studying 
Romans 

and the Apostle Paul 

    Tom Loane’s Sunday School 
Class is continuing their study 
of the Book of Romans in the 

New Testament and the Apostle 
Paul. This class meets at 9 a.m. 

on Sunday in the 
Education Building. 

Make a Note . . . 
 Nancy Loane will be talking about her book, Following the Drum: Women at the Valley 
Forge Encampment, on the Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN) TV show “PA Books” on 
Sunday, January 17, at 9:00 p.m. The hour-long interview will be shown on Comcast chan-
nel 186.  


