Valley Forge UMC Vision Statement
We are a Christ-centered community learning aniisty to make our
faith a way of life as we share with each other atigheople the love,
acceptance and forgiveness lived and proclaimeddsys of Nazareth.

From the Pastor

Try to stop the merry-go-round . . . Why not today?

Dear Friends,

We are informed in Genesis that the Creldoked at the world and declared
it good. Too often, | fear, we miss the beautyfef Our priorities are confused.
We do not see because we are too busy. Why path&enerry-go-round? Why
not consider who we are and what we are doing withdays?

| received a communication via e-mail frdra FlyLady. She urges all of us to
stop and ask the question, “Why Not Today?”. ensto the words she wrote:

Why Not Today?

I've been waiting for just the right moment
To start living the life of my dreams
| was hoping some magical moment
Would come rescue me

But | realized today, there’s no better time toibeg
This day I've been given is my day to start living
So I'm jumping in

Why not today while the sun is shining?
Today while I know | can?
The past is behind me, tomorrow can’t find me
Till I live today
So why not today while my heart is ready?
Today while it's in my grasp?
If | start out slowly, I'm confident knowing
I’'m still on my way
So why not today?

I've been searching in all the wrong places

For the courage to follow my dreams
But | finally discovered the power
Lies inside of me

| could spend my life waiting for something to showe the way

# But | would be missing the wonderful blessing
$ %& # Of embracing/using/living/starting today

- ( Continued on page 2
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Why Not Today?

Why not today while the sun is shining?
Today while | know | can?
The past is behind me, tomorrow can’t find me
Till I live today
So why not today while my heart is ready?
Today while it's in my grasp?
If | start out slowly, I'm confident knowing
I’'m still on my way.
So why not today?

Continued from page 1

I'm ready, I'm willing, I'm able, I'm learning toly
How will I know how high | can soar
If I never try

We have been given a fantastic gift called life.

Perhaps we can all receive the gift and truly live.
Jesus shows us how.

Shalom.

Jim Hallam
Pastor

Don't forget . . .

Many thanks!!!

The Missions/Outreach
Committee would like to shout 2
out a special thank you to ALL who prowded
donations towards our week of meals for St. Mary's
Shelter. This is such an important outreach into ou
own community. It's just a piece of the puzzle¢td g
some folks through a difficult time in their livedle
have been a part of the meal program for more than
12 years now and hope to continue in the future. So
thank you one and all for helping to make this
happen!!

Fern Heit

Congratulations to Bob Erb

Bob Erb attended the “Preach 2" EPC-UMC
workshop at Cornwall Manor on September
24th. There he received a certificate recognizing
him as a “Christ Servant Minister with Specialized
Training in Speaking Ministries.”

Bob Erb

Turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday, NoverBbbefore retiring.
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October 2

October 4
October 5
October 6
October 8
October 9

October 11
October 12
October 13

October 15
October 16

October 18
October 19
October 20

October 23
October 24
October 25
October 26
October 27

October 30

Sunday School, 9 a.m., Fellowship, 10 a.m
Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion

Bible Study (Pastor Jim), Parlor, 1 p.m.

Bible Study (Scottie DeMatrtinis), Parlai830 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m.

FLEA MARKET, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sunday School, 9 a.m., Fellowship, 10 a.m
Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study (Pastor Jim), Parlor, 1 p.m.

Bible Study (Scottie DeMatrtinis), PariaB0 p.m.

Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Practice, 7:30 p.m.

Men’s Group Meeting, 9 a.m.

Sunday School, 9 a.m., Fellowship, &0 a.
Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Hayride, 4-6 p.m.

Bible Study (Pastor Jim), Parlor, 1 p.m.

Bible Study (Scottie), Parlor, 7:30 p.m.

Charge Conference, 7 p.m.
SPRC meeting with DS, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday School, 9 a.m., Fellowship, &0 a.
Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.

Administrative Board, 7 p.m.

Bible Study (Pastor Jim), Parlor, 1 p.m.

Bible Study (Scottie), Parlor, 7:30 p.m.

Sanctuary Choir Practice, 6:30 p.m.

Bell Choir Practice, 7:30np

Sunday School, 9 a.m., Fellowship, &0 a.
Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
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October Birthdays October Anniversaries

lggnDXrl\]/' dir;[isnoifl 158 Janice and Dick Fallows 3
B Bill Arnol 1
Dick Fallows 27 arbara & Bill Arnold 3
Reminder . . .

It's a good idea to periodically check thaldtin boards and all the cork strips near therdao the
Fellowship Hall of the Education Building. The a#ireceives new items of interest every week in the
mail, i.e., community/musical events, educationgartunities, information about health issues and
charitable giving.



Want to make a joyous noise and 5q Yoy Want to Read The Bible
have fun doing it? Know how to

read music? The church handbell
choir is looking for one or two

There’s still time to join Tom’s adult classca
cover the whole Bible. The next section is Exodis,
people to substitute during the  join us. From no Bible knowledge to expert—there is
year. Bells meet Thursdays at  room for all. If you haven't read these sectiomzsi
7:30 p.m. Would love to have youa child, come discover more. Tom'’s class meets
join us. Contact Nancy Loane.  Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Education Building.

Nancy Loane Tom Loane

Hayride & Bonfire
Sunday, October 16, 4-6 p.m.
Sugartown Strawberries

Farm, Malvern
Sign-up sheets-attendance &
menu-are in the Education
Building. Meet at the church
or meet us there. Directions
available in church office.

Fall Clean-Up Day
Saturday, November 5
9 a.m.—Noon
Come & help spiff up
our outdoor
Landscaping, etc.

Community Events

Slngers needed for muIt| falth choir ~ Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus

What did Jesus look like? “Rembrandt and the
Face of Jesus,” a collection of several paintings b
Rembrandt and his students, is showing now through

" October 30 at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
Tickets cost about $30. How about a group of us
|'i"@2-u4’ going on Sunday, October 23 at 2 p.m.? Let me know
'«‘l 1 AL I by October 7 if you are interested.
Nancy Loane

Christian pianist
Jim Hendricks
in concert at
First United Methodist Church
in Phoenixville
on Sunday, October 9 at 3 p.m.

Program will include settings of Ave Maria and
select Moses Hogan works. The performance will be
held on Sunday, November 13 at 3 p.m. at St. Basil
the Great Church in Kimberton, Pa.

Rehearsals will be held at 7 p.m. on Octol3e&2
30, and November 6. Dress rehearsal will be at 1:30
p.m. on November 13. If you wish to participate,
please contact director Mib Campbell at 484-995-
6110 or e-mail her at sunflowerangels@verizon.net.

Jewish Food & Cultural Festival
Sunday, November 6, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Temple Oheb Sholom

555 Warwick Drive
Wyomissing, Pa.
610-375-6034
www.ohebsholom.org



